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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

In order to comply with 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98, a copy of Form PTO-1449 is 
attached. 

In accordance with MPEP 609 and 707.05(b), Applicant respectfully requests that 
each document listed be given thorough consideration and that the Examiner cite each 
document of record in the prosecution history of the present application by initialing 
Form PTO-1449 next to each document. Applicant requests such initialing even if the 
Examiner does not consider: (1) a listed document to be sufficiently pertinent to use in a 
rejection; (2) a document to be prior art for any reason; or (3) that the guidelines for 
citation have been fully complied with respecting a particular document. Applicant 
makes this request so that each document becomes cited on the face of a patent 
issuing on the present application. 

Applicant submits the present Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with the duty to disclose information material to patentability under 37 CFR 1 .56, but by 
listing such documents Applicant is not admitting that such documents are necessarily 
relevant or prior art. Applicant intends no representation that the listed documents 
represent the results of a complete search. Applicant anticipates that the Examiner, in 
the normal course of examination, will make an independent search to determine the 
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best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1 .1 04(a) and 1 .1 06(b) and, in the course of such 
search, will review for relevance every document listed on the attached Form even if not 
initialed. 

Applicant earnestly solicits early and favorable consideration. If the Examiner 
should have any questions with regard to this filing, he or she should contact the 
undersigned attorney at (314) 726-7500. 


Respectfully submitted 



Dated: 



BY: 


Bryan K. jVhe efock 
Reg. No. 31,441 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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I FORM HDP-1 449 (Based on Form PTO-1 449) 
Patent and Trademark Offipf 

~ ^Information Disclosure Citation 

* C (Use several sheets if necessary) 

Attorney Docket No. 

Serial No. 

5236-000472 

10/774,550 

Applicant 

Hall et al. 

. « \ Sheet 1 of 2 
0 9 2004 £J 

M 

Filing Date 

Group 

February 9, 2004 

3736 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ref. 
Desig. 

Examiner's 
Initials 

Document 
Number 

Date 

Name 

Class/ 
Subclass 

(If appropriate) 
Filing Date 

1. 


6385472 

05/2002 

Hall et al. 



2. 


6129685 

10/2000 

Howard, III 



3. 


6126647 

10/2000 

Posey et al. 



4. 


5911720 

06/1999 

Bourne et al. 



5. 


5843153 

12/1998 

Johnston et al. 



! 6 - 


5800497 

09/1998 

Bakels et al. 



7. 


5800428 

09/1998 

Nelson et al. 



8. 


5792157 

08/1998 

Mische et al. 



9. 


5776080 

07/1998 

Thome et al. 



10. 


5554163 

09/1996 

Shturman 



11. 


5540707 

07/1996 

Ressemann et al. 



12. 


5501694 

03/1996 

Ressemann et al. 



13. 


5429136 

07/1995 

Milo et al. 



14. 


5429131 

07/1995 

Scheinman et al. 



15. 


5423838 

06/1995 

Willard 



16. 


5417703 

05/1995 

Brown et al. 



17. 


5356418 

10/1994 

Shturman 



18. 


5353807 

10/1994 

DeMarco 



19. 


5314438 

05/1994 

Shturman 



20. 


5314407 

05/1994 

Auth et al. 



21. 


5312427 

05/1994 

Shturman 




Examiner: Date Considered: 


EXAMINER: Please initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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FORM HDP- 1449 (Based on Form PTO-1449) 


Patent and Trademark Office 
ormation Disclosure Citation 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 
Sheet 2 of 2 


Attorney Docket No. 

Serial No. 

5236-000472 

10/774,550 

Applicant 

Hall et al. 

Filing Date 

Group 

February 9, 2004 

3736 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Ref. 
Desig. 

Examiner's 
Initials 

Document 
Number 

Date 

Name 

Class/ 
Subclass 

(If appropriate) 
Filing Date 

22. 


5287858 

02/1994 

Hammerslag et al. 



23. 


5125888 

06/1992 

Howard et al. 



24. 


5047040 

09/1991 

Simpson et al. 



25. 


5041082 

08/1991 

Shiber 



26. 


4842579 

06/1989 

Shiber 



27. 


3674014 

07/1972 

Tillander 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Ref. 

Examiner's 

Document 



Class/ 

Translation 

Desig. 

Initials 

Number 

Date 

Country 

Subclass 

Yes 

No 

1. 









OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 

Ref. 
Desig. 

Examiner's 
Initials 


1. 




Examiner: Date Considered: 

EXAMINER: Please initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


PTO/SB/21 (04-04) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 


TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 


Application Number 


Filing Date 


First Named Inventor 


Art Unit 


Examiner Name 


10/774,550 


February 9, 2004 


Hall 


3736 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 


Attorney Docket Number 


5236-000476 


ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 


[""I Fee Transmittal Form 

l~l Fee Attached 
Q Amendment / Reply 

□ After Final 

n Affidavits/declaration(s) 
f~l Extension of Time Request 

n Express Abandonment Request 

I3 Information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

[~l Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

fl Response to Missing 
Parts under 37 CFR 
1.52 or 1.53 


Drawing(s) 

l~l Licensing-related Papers 

□ Petition 

fl Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

n Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

n Terminal Disclaimer 

fl Request for Refund 

□ CD, Number of CD(s) 


Remarks 


n After Allowance Communication to 
Technology Center (TC) 

PI Appeal Communication to Board of 
Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief; 

□ Proprietary Information 
Q Status Letter 


Other Enclosure(s) 

(please identify below): 

Form 1449 


SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 


Firm 
or 

Individual name 


Bryan K. Wheelock 
Harryss, Dickey 



Signature 


Date 


June 9, 2004 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date shown below. 



This collection of information is requ/ed by 37 6F R 1 , 6 ^ - T he information isTeflPlmd to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, 
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time 
you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 


If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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